INO country nas 01 lare oeen less productive or great men than Holland. The Van Tromps, the Russel, and the William III. all died without leaving any posterity behind them; and the race of Batavian heroes seems to have expired with them, as that of patriots with ^the De Witts and Barneveldt. Since the beginning of the last century we read, indeed, of some able statesmen, as most, if not all, the former grand pensionaries have been; but the name of no warrior of any great eminence is recorded. This scarcity of native genius and valour has not a little contributed to the present humbled, disgraced and oppressed state of wretched Batavia.
Admiral de Winter certainly neither wants courage nor genius, but his private character has a great resemblance to that of General Moreau. Nature has destined him to obey, and not to govern. He may direct as ably and as valiantly the manoeuvres of a fleet as Moreau does those of an army, but neither the one nor the other at the head of his nation would long render himself respected, his country flourishing, or his countrymen happy and tranquil. change of the executive power of the Batavian Republic. But it was more easy to displace one set ot men for another than to find proper ones to occupy a situation in which, if they do their duty as patriots, they must offend France j and if they are our tools, instead of the inde-d demanded, in consequence, an audience from Bonaparte, a map was laid before him, indicating the position of theight in the.                           J4s and of Colonel la General Valence, directed him when he was not ruled or dictated to by his wife or brother-in-law.
